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Refired Sfaff Memorium
A former Head of Modem Languages at Lisgar for many years,
Erica Sutherland Thompson passed away on July 29, 1990, at the
age of 87. She taught at Lisgar from 1941 to 1970and will be
remembered by many Alumni.
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NOTES FROM AFRICA
BRIAN MITCHELL IN SIERRA LEONE

T he difference between life here and in
Canada no longer seem to be so striking to

me. But that certainly was not my first
impression. During that first drive into
Freetown from the airport, the differences
seemed overwhelming: the humidity; so many
people walking - mostly with huge foads on
their heads; the washed out roads that are
nearly impassible; and the kerosene lamps
that light the stalls of dozens of roadside
vendors. There is water throughout the city,
but electricity and fuel of any sort are in scarce
supply....

Despite the worklo ad I am enjoying the
teaching, the "self-employed" nature of the
job...(and) the people contact that teaching
prov ides . One funny outcome of my teaching
is that I have been invited to attend the
Christmas party of one of the major employers
of the students in my advanced course (most
of the students here are part-time). Who is it
but Peat Marwick, the same firm with whom I
worked for years in Ottawa! Will I ever stop
going to their Christmas Parties....

I have been asked how Christmas is
different here. Well, in a word it isn't. Oh
there's no Christmas trees or snow (although
most carollers sang Jingle Bells), bu t otherwise
it is pretty similar. The music began in
November (including a popular Anne Murray
tape played again at Dilly's, the restau rant
downstairs). Those familiar cheap decorations
appeared in all the stores by December.... And
turkey dinners were quite popular on
Christmas night.

New Year's is a big family holiday too. As
on Chr istmas and Boxing Day, many Sierra
Leoneons go to the beach. We were up at
Kabala for New Year's Day, but there too it
seemed as though we were at the beach . In
Kabala the custom on New Year's is to climb
the nearby mountain (not particularly high,
but esteepu), Up top, on the open bedrock,
families with picnics swarmed ....

Well it's hard to believe that you are freezing
your-off right now because it is as hot as
hades here. We are now in the midst of the dry
season and I haven't seen rain in nearly two
months. It's the tail end of the eHarmattanii
also, when cool winds blow dust in from the
Sahara. It certainly has been hazy, and
everything here is coated with dirt in less than
a day (I hate cleaning), but cool- no!! Actually
the evenings are quite comfortable, and in the
North, in Kabala, many Sierra Leoneons
sported ski jackets (seriously) after dark.
Personally, I have yet to have to cover my
arms - it is hot!! Enjoy the snow!

Brian Mitchell isa former Chair of theLisgar
Alumni Association
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