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Tribute to Gerald Diamond

The
Anonymisses

Then and Now

Gladys Murphy ('39) sentthesepho
tos andreminiscences totheAlumni
Association. We thoughtyou'd like
toshare them too.

.a... ixty years have passedsince we
~became friends during our
years at Lisgar, and we have kept our
friendship all this time. Our numbers
have dwindled tofive from the original
eight but we still get together as often
aswe can.

As our boyfriends went off to fight
the war in Europe, we left behind,
formed a club. We called ourselves the
Knitting Club, although I don't remem
ber much knitting. Then when we
wanted toaddto the social column of
the local paper, we thought knitting
club not suitable and dubbed our
selves "TheAnonymisses."

When the men returned from the
war, we all married, had families and
continued to meet. Our husbands
became good friends andformed their
own club, the Poker Club. Two of us
even marriedLisgarboys.

Our friendship is as strong as ever
although our meetings are less fre
quent now. We all retain a keen inter
estin Lisgar events!

Then:at theJuly15, 1947, wedding ofoneof
the Anonymisses, lefttoright, Elinor

McLaughlin (Mrs. Ernie Dixon), IsobelMeabry
(Mrs.JackCollie), GladysPearce (Mrs. Keith

Murphy), Inez Miller (thebride-Mrs. Les
Summers), BettyFraser (Mrs. Elford Rhoades),
HelenCovington (Mrs. Tommy Wright),Audrey

McCann (Mrs. AI Brady). Missing is Ruth
Lockhart (Mrs. Peder Larsen).

Now: left toright, Inez Summers, Isobel Collie,
Betty Rhoades (holding the"then"picture) and

Gladys Murphy. Missing isRuth Larsen.

We lost one ojourwell-lovedAlumni
Association Committee members
last year.

AXerry Diamond was a man who
W was able toaccomplish histasks
by making his spiritual values part of
his whole life.

In a career which spanned 55
years, he had the distinction of being
the longest serving pharmacist in
Ottawa. He owned andoperated sever
al drug stores with the very able help
of his loving wife. He also worked in
the Government ofCanada, andlater in
one of the large drug store chains.
While he claimed his days were stan
dard eight-hour days, he put in more
than 50 percent to make it more like
12 hours. And he was happiest when
he was active all the time. Indeed he
left the government because he didn't
find enough opportunity andchallenge
togive all he had togive.

His profession had a special side:
he really enjoyed the relationship with
his clients. Many became his friends .
He knew their needs, their worries 
economic or emotional or health
related - andifhe knew someone was
financially strapped, he did not hesi-

tate, carefully, diplomatically, to sug
gest that payment could be deferred
until the situation improved, or even
that there was no need for compensa
tion. Certainly, what motivated him to
continue to work was the opportunity
to interact with the public and the
challenges that this provided.

Gerry also was a man with a posi
tive outlook. He didn't want to hearill
of anyone and, indeed, if that hap
pened, he'd make believe he didn't
hear. Whether he was the boss or not,
he became your friend.

Ahumanitarian, he gave a great
deal of time to the Canadian Congress
of Christians andJews, and was pas
sionate about its goals. He alsoserved
as President of Ottawa Lodge B'nai
Brith and Camp B'nai Brith and its
work were especially deartohim.

Gerry really never retired. He also
gave of the little extra time he had to
groups such as Old Forge, a volunteer
organization which helps people ofall
ages todeal with thepressures oflife.

So to all his friends and family,
look back and remember Gerry, and
thank God for the manifold gifts he
brought to this life.
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More Books William R. Fraser Scholarship
Thespirit oftheaward is to reward

students who demonstrate an ability to
balance academics and athletics, in
addition to recognizing the impor
tance of higher learning. The recipi
ents must achieve an 80% average in
their topsix final-year courses, aswell
as be judged by their coach to have
made a significant contribution to the
basketball team. Finally, therecipients
must be accepted and registered in a
recognized university program.

Endowment Fund itself. The most
recent prize, established in memory of
Dorothy Bishop, has received nearly
$4,000, for which weare indebted to
alldonors. Remember, it isn't too late
to donate. The 1999 Donors List will
appear in theSpring 2000 issue.

Many of our members have con
tributed to the Alumni Special
Projects . To date, the Alumni
Executive Committee has voted topro
vide $2,500 to the Lisgar Library for
the purchase of books covering the
curriculum; $500 toLisgar's volunteer

.archivist, Dave MacGougan, for sup
plies such as files and storage boxes;
and up to $2,500 for a computer for
the Lisgar Alumni Association office
where a more powerful system is
required for work on the
Associations's new lisgar.netproject.

We still have money in this Special
Projects Fund. Recently the science,
art and phys. ed. departments asked
that we purchase a human skeleton
for educational purposes. (The most
recent Alumni Association meeting
voted to.donate $500 toward this pur
chase.) The Lisgar Fund will provide
ihe remainder ofthe$1 ,500 required.

Bill Fraser, Ryan Ward andRachelBoomgaardt (fi rst recipients), andK.C. Parker (donor)

'7'I'rhe year 2000 marks the fourth
\!J.Iyear the William R. Fraser

scholarship has been awarded. Each
year, two Lisgar grads are recognized
fortheir success in athletics andacad
emics. The award is named after Mr.
Bill Fraser, a long-time teacher and
coach, not tomention former student,
of Lisgar Collegiate Institute. Mr.
Fraser retired lastyear after a longand
fruitful careerhelping Lisgar students
become better atwhat they do.

haspublished volume two ofhishisto
ryoflumberingin the Ottawa Valley. It
contains a historic overview of Valley
lumberinganddescribes certain ofthe
lumber barons, companies and other
individuals as well as river drives, the
square timber trade and the Upper
Canada Improvement Company.

Citizen columnist Dave Brown,
while not himself a Lisgarite, haspro
duced a great collection, featuring
unsung heroes of Canadians at war.
His book contains some great stories
about former (or nearly) Llsgarites.
Among them are Harry Avery ('40),
nicknamed "the Frogman of Burma,"
winner of the Military Cross; Thomas
Fuller, successful Ottawa building
contracior known as "the Pirate ofthe
Adriatic" - a "non-grad"ofLisgar who
was invited to leave theschool in third
form (Grade 11);Alexis (Lex) Helmer
('11) , who inspiredJohn McCrae's
famous poem "In Flanders Fields";
Charlie Butterworth ('41) who came
"within a whisker" of being the last
Canadian killed in action in the
Second World War; and Roy Brown
(cousi n of teacher Isabel Brown
Buchanan) who shot down the Red
Baron in 1918.

Stephanie (van Vliet) Hills '86
Caltlenjenkins '99
Robert Larson '99
Lois (Bourne) Leadiey '52
Darren Lindsay '86
Heather Macdougall '99
Greg Macdougall '96
Patricia (Challen) McClenallan '47
Marjorie (Humphreys) McLean '51
Yvonne (Bayliss) McWilliam '54
William Newman '50
Catherine (Hart) Rayment '72
Lois (Taylor) Rui '45
Louise Skabar '70
Avrum L. Smiih '55
Amanda Spink-Pletersma '88
Patricia (Stevens) Stackhouse '51
Lois M. Tewsley '34
Bdythe (Gruben) Thom
Barrie-Liz Wanzel '62
Stewart Wells '50
Donald Wolochow '51

Life Members
We're nearing 400!Grateful thanks fortheirsupport go to thefollowing individu
alswho have become Life Members since thelast issue.

~ne ofLisgar's most prolific writ
~ ers is Joan Finnigan ('44, and
Vox Lycei editor in 1943-44) whose
latest book is Tallying theTales ofthe
Old-Timers. Among the former
Usgarites interviewed for this volume
are Ted Devlin ('29) and Steve
Brabazon ('45). Ted Devlin remem
bers Sis Tomkins who taught his
father. "Miss Tomkins induced a suc
cession of mutinous young Ottawans
to learn algebra, or at least to pass
exams in it. I was one of them. Todo
this sheusedanexciting mixture ofwit
and sarcasm and sheer terror, con
trolling classrooms full of smart
alecks and hellions with a glare, a
word or a hiss." When asked how she
didit, she replied: "Always razzle-daz
zle theother fella before theotherfella
razzle-dazzles you." There is a whole
chapter devoted to Steve Brabazon's
family and its contribution to the
Ottawa Valley. "I grew up in Portage
du-Fort and Ottawa surrounded by
surveyors and surveying talk," he
begins. Check with your local book
store for this fascinating account of
Valley times.

. Former Alumni Association com
mittee member John Dunfield ('37)

Barbara (Gibson) Aker '52
Gordon Anderson '61&Joyce Sibbitt '64
Elizabeih Baldwin-jones '87
Fay (Doyle) Beale '44
John Boehmer '60
Laura Brett '85
Michael Bridal '71
Charles Burton '72
Gillian (Siebrasse) Campbell '91
Bryan Chan '99
May (Zayed) Collins '78
Beatriz Costa '86
Shirley (Stotesbury) Cummings '46
Elizabetll (Jeffries) Currie '70
Janine Dodge '87
JohnD. Dunfield '37
William H. Forrest '54
Etllel (Moffet) Fulford '50
Judy (Smith) Garvie '47
Andrew T. Graham '97
R. Murray Grant '47
Susan (Campbell) Hellier'59

Lisgar Fund
'7'I'rhis report is intended to let
\!J.Imembers know how their dona
tions are being used, assigned tosome
worthwhile purchases and projects in
support of our alma mater and cur
rent students, and how very much

,-- - ----- - - - ----- - - - - - - - - --, these donations are appreciated.
Established by the Director of the

Lisgar Fund, the Lisgar Scholarship
Endowment has reached a total of
$34,000. This Endowment Fund rep
resents several scholarships estab
lishedin memory ofa number ofwell
known teachers: the Walter Mann
prize for Writing, the Isabel Brown
Buchanan Prize, the Harry Monsour
Memorial Award, the Shenkman
Scholarships in Business, the Walter
Showman Award for Classical Studies,
the Larry Wade Chemistry Award, the
David Lamperd Biology Award andour
most recent award, the Dorothy
Bishop Memorial Prize. The Fund total
of$34,000 is a credit to thegenerous
donations of Lisgar alumni. Everyone
knows that ihecost of post-secondary
education is increasing annually, so
we urge Alumni to donate to the
Endowment Fund. You may designate
a specific award or donate to the
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